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We have published this little newsletter the last five years as a means of 
keeping interested subscribers informed on the status of the John Muir Papers 
Microform Project. As you will see by the following item, the project is near 
completion, and by definition the raison d'etre for this modest rag will end. 
However, until the end of this year we will keep current Muir Newsletter 
recipients on the mailing list to receive the first issue of a consolidated 
Muir - Holt Atherton Newsletter scheduled for publication in the next month _or 
so. 
I 
MUIR MICROFORM PROJECT TO PUBLISH AS LAST 
After five years and a quarter of a million dollars, the Muir Microform 
Project will conclude this December with the publication of fifty reels of 
35mm. microfilm, fifty - three microfiche cards, and a printed Guide to the John 
Muir Papers . The last reel of film will be completed by the first two 
weeks of September, and the Guide index is moving rapidly ahead. Watch for a 
detailed brochure and order information later this fall from the publisher, 
Chadwyck- Healy, Inc . 
~ MUIR ~EMINISCENCE 1 by Rev. Horner !<__:_P ~ trnan 1 _P.~ . .!2...:._ 
(Editor's note: the following excerpt from a 1943 sermon recently came into 
our hands from Dr. Paul M. Pitman, the writer's son who still vividly remember 
the Muir visit to the Pitman camp in Yosemite Valley on what is now part of 
the Ahwahnee Hotel grounds. We publish this note with his kind permission.) 
I think that the richest man I have ever known was John Muir. In 1907 I was 
camping with my family on the floor of Yosemite Valley. One morning just as 
we w~re sitting down to our breakfast of hot cakes and coffee, Mr. Muir came 
by. We did not know who he was, but his cheery "good morning" was answered by 
our invitation to join us .in the morning meal. He accepted and introductions 
followed. We were thrilled, of course, to have him as our guest. How eagerly 
we listened as he talked of trees and flowers and birds and mountains--and of 
God whose wisdom and power had created all. What a blessed privilege was ours 
to have Mr. Muir with us at breakfast for several days. I particularly 
remembered his vivid account of the manner in which he travelled through the 
mountains, sometimes as long as three weeks. Usually alone and on foot, he 
took no blankets, and his food was mostly dry bread that soon crumbled, some 
tea, and sometimes a little bacon--all carried in a common canvas bag. At 
night he crawled under the brush of some thicket--just as the deer do . 
THE PACIFIC HISTORIAN TO PUBLISH SPECIAL MUIR ISSUE 
THE PACIFIC HISTORIAN will be publishing a thematic double-issue this fall on 
.John Muir. The articles, a dozen or more, are revised versions of the papers 
which were read in April at the 38th Annual California History Institute on 
"John Muir: Life and Legacy." It was the best attended and perhaps the most 
successful Institute ever held at the University of the Pacific. The papers 
were very well received. All John Muir and environmental enthusiasts will 
want to have copies of THE PACIFIC HISTORIAN issue containing these 
significant and highly acclaimed articles. 
PROJECT TO EXPAND JOHN MUIR MEMORIAL PARK 
When the Muir family moved from Scotland to the United States in 1849, they 
settled in the wilds of Marquette County, Wisconsin near a small body of water 
known as Fountain Lake. Although the original house burned to the ground in 
the early part of the century, the memory of John Muir's early life there is 
kept alive by the 135 acre John Muir Memorial Park which surrounds Fountain 
Lake. Established by Marquette County in 1957 through private donations, the 
park has a small, neatly mowed area near the entrance, with the remainder of 
the park left in a wild state. The park includes many types of ecological 
habitats--sand blows, fens, dry prairie, wet prairie, mesic forest, etc.--some 
of which are unique to the area and are managed by the state under its 
scientific areas program. 
For the past year, the Wisconsin Chapter of the Sierra Club (known as the John 
Muir Chapter) has been working to expand the park. On the north side of the 
lake--within fifty feet of the lakeshore--are twenty-seven aores of privately 
owned land up for sale, including about ten acres of high quality wetlands, 
fifteen acres of cropland, and several acres of meadow laced with trees. 
Ironically, this is land that Muir himself had wanted to save. At the 1895 
annual meeting of the Sierra Club in San Francisco, John Muir told of his wish 
to preserve the area north of Fountain Lake: 
The preservation of specimen sections of natural flora--bits 
.of pure wilderness--was a fond, favorite notion of mine long 
before I heard of national parks. When my father came from 
Scotland, he settled in a fine wild region in Wisconsin, 
beside a small glacier lake bordered with white pond-lilies. 
and on the north side of the lake, just below our house, 
there was a carex meadow full of charming flowers--
cypripediums, pogonias, calopogons, asters, goldenrods, 
etc. --and around the margin of the meadow many nooks rich in 
flowering ferns and heathworts. And when I was about to 
wander away on my long rambles I was sorry to leave that 
precious meadow unprotected; therefore, I said to my 
brother-in-law, who then owned it, "Sell me the forty acres 
of lake meadow, and keep it fenced, and never allow cattle 
or hogs to break into it, and I will gladly pay you whatever 
you say. I want to keep it untrampled for the sake of its 
ferns and flowers; and even if I should never see it again, 
the beauty of its lilies and orchids is so pressed into my 
mind I shall always enjoy looking back at them in 
imagination, even across seas and continents, and perhaps 
after I am dead . " 
The John Muir Chapter has made an offer to buy this land and, if successful, 
will donate it to the County for inclusion into the John Muir Memorial Park. 
Fundraising efforts are going on both locally and nationally and the prospects 
for preserving this land are good. With a goal to raise $29,000 by November 
15, 1985, the Chapter has received a matching grant, and just over $12,000 
from individual donations. Additional donations are still needed, however, 
and are tax deductible if made payable to the Sierra Club Foundation and 
mailed to the John Muir Chapter, Sierra Club, 111 King Street, Room 29, 
Madison, WI 53703 ~ 
